What is the “NFIS”?
The “NFIS” is the Hutt Valley District Health Board operating under a contract with
the Ministry of Health to provide a “National Water Fluoridation Support and Coordination Service”. The contract is to assist DHBs and others in lobbying to promote
fluoridation and, in particular, to oppose the efforts of FANNZ.
The HVDHB draws in a consortium of 5 partners to assist it in promoting fluoridation.
It was established following FANNZ’ successes in 2010, with a $1.25 million budget
over 3 years.
Four of the five partners are funded by the Ministry of Health directly: Wellington
Regional Public Health; Hutt Valley DHB Community Dental Services; National
Poisons Centre; Centre for Public Health Research at Massey University.
The fifth member is ESR, which receives at least $10 million annually in contracts
with the Ministry of Health, and has since the late 1990s been the Ministry’s “go to”
organization whenever it wants to discredit research against fluoridation,1 or obtain
advice on how to more effectively lobby councils to promote fluoridation.2
Misrepresentations are being made by the “National Fluoridation Information Service”
and its representatives, in particular Dr Stephen Palmer, Medical Officer of Health,
Regional Public Health Wellington.
The misrepresentation being made is that the NFIS is a politically independent body
providing neutral independent advice, and that it is not involved in promoting
fluoridation on behalf of the Ministry of Health.
The following appears on the NFIS’ website:
NFIS will offer robust and independent scientific and technical information around
water fluoridation to District Health Boards (DHBs) and Territorial Local Authorities
(TLAs).
What is our role?
•
•
•

Provide a central authoritative, accurate and up-to-date source of information
and critical commentary on research pertaining to water fluoridation
Provide coordinated clinical and technical support and advice to DHBs, TLAs
and the MoH
Ensure DHBs and the MoH are able to communicate consistent, accurate and
up to date information on water fluoridation

At Lower Hutt City Council Draft Annual Plan oral submissions on 1 June, Dr Palmer
reiterated that the NFIS was completely independent and neutral in its advice to
Council, even after excerpts from its contract, reproduced below, showed that its
purpose was in part to promote fluoridation, and precluded it from providing objective
advice:

1
2

For example Michael Bates’ “critique” of Al Murieb’s NZ study on hip fractures, 1999.
The Winstanley Report 2002

Note that bullet 4 seems to require objectivity, but this is impossible under the last
bullet point.

Does this sound like an independent advisory service, or a lobby service committed
to promoting fluoridation?
Finally, to put the last nail in the coffin, NFIS National Co-ordinator Emmeline
Haymes was reported in the NZ Herald on 6 July 3013 as saying “more is needed
than reassuring messages. DHBs do not have staff dedicated to the issue and do not
take a pro-active approach” "Other than me, there's nobody working permanently on
this in the country."
Objective? Yeah, right!

